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Summary: 
NACHC requests that Congress continue the current health center expansion initiative by 
funding the Consolidated Health Centers program at $1.868 billion in FY2005.  This 
represents a 15 percent increase ($250 million) over the existing funding level, and would allow 
health centers to sever 1.6 million new patients in 2005 and stabilize existing centers through 
base grant adjustments. 
 
The President has requested a $219 million increase to fund 176 new access points and 156 
expanded sites across the country.  NACHC strongly supports this goal and urges Congress to 
provide further funding to stabilize existing centers in light of the increasing number of 
uninsured patients visiting health centers and the continual rising cost of care.  Without direct aid 
to existing health centers, the planned program growth will be threatened by reductions in patient 
volume at our nation’s existing health centers. 
 
In addition, health centers have utilized the Healthy Communities Access Program to better 
integrate care for their uninsured patients with other providers in the communities they serve.  
NACHC requests that HCAP be funded at $105 million, an increase of $2 million over FY2003. 
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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee: 
 
Thank you for letting me take a few minutes of your time to discuss the Community Health 
Center program and our request for fiscal year 2005.  My name is Ron Dwinnells and I am the 
CEO of Ohio North East Health Systems in Youngstown, Ohio.  We are a federally-qualified 
health center that serves xx,xxx patients in xx sites across northeasten Ohio, including a recent 
new site in Alliance. 
 
I am here today on behalf of the National Association of Community Health Centers to first 
thank you for all your support over the past several years.  The tremendous growth in the 
program, led by this subcommittee, has enabled more than 4 million more people to have access 
to care since 1999.  This year we expect health center to serve nearly 15 million people in every 
state across the country. 
 
We also appreciate the President’s strong support for the Health Centers program and his request 
for a $219 million increase in FY05.  Such an increase will enable hundreds of communities to 
participate in the Health Center program and to deliver community-based care to more than 1.6 
million more people.  This would be a tremendous boost for these underserved communities and 
we wholeheartedly support the President’s request.  However, we also ask that the Subcommittee 
approve additional funding for existing centers like mine, which have seen unexpected increases 
in the number of uninsured patients coming through our doors, at the same time we battle the 
continuously rising cost of delivering health care in our communities. 
 
Last year you included language identifying $25 million for base grant adjustments which help 
health centers deal with these issues.  We thank you and NACHC is working with HRSA to 
identify an appropriate mechanism for distributing these funds.  This year we ask that $31 
million be added to the President’s request in order to continue offering base grant adjustments 
to health centers to stabilize their operations and to continue serving their existing patients.  With 
this addition, the total request for FY05 would for an increase of $250 million, or total program 
funding of $1.868 billion. 
 
I know you hear from a variety of groups every year on why they need additional funds, and I’m 
sure the decisions you make are not easy.  But I want you to know that the funding you provide 
for the Health Centers program is used efficiently and effectively for the most needy people in 
our country.  Because our program is directed at the local level by a patient-majority Board of 
Directors, each health center has a direct tie to the community it serves.  This tie ensures that we 
offer culturally-competent care in a manner that respects the needs of each individual.  The 
Health Center program is not a cookie cutter health care program that lands in each community, 
it is made up of the community, for the community.  The community board is what makes us 
unique among health care providers and we are stronger because of it. 
 



Mr. Chairman, I am a pediatrician by training and have worked in several different care settings, 
including private practice, and in several different states; and I can tell you that working at a 
Community Health Center, delivering care to people who would otherwise not be able to see a 
doctor, has been my most rewarding experience.  Everyday our center serves hundreds of people, 
regardless of if they are on Medicaid, Medicare, privately insured or uninsured; people who 
would have no other source of care except our center.  Unfortunately, we know there are 
thousands more just in our community alone that could use our center if we had additional 
resources.  Much has been made about the plight of the uninsured, and what kind of costs, in 
human terms and dollar terms, it takes on our country.  Well, I’m here to say we are doing 
everything we can to help, and we stand ready to do more in the future with your leadership and 
support. 
 
Mr. Chairman, I know my time is short, and we will be submitting a more detailed statement for 
the record, but I do want this Subcommittee to know just how much we appreciate the funding 
increases provided in the past, and how much more we can do together in the future.  I’d be 
happy to answer any questions you might have. 
 
Thank you again, Mr. Chairman. 
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